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The objective of this research is to find out that the use of ART (Ask, Read, Tell) Strategy is effective in enhancing reading comprehension in recount text of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Palu. Quasi experimental design is used in this study, that is non equaivalent control group.  The population of this research is VIII at SMP Negeri 5 Palu. The sample of the study is selected by using purposive sampling. VIII C is assigned as experimental group and VIII A is assigned as control group. Both VIII C and VIII A consists of 19 students. The data were collected through tests; pretest and posttest. In this research, experimental group was taught with  ART while control group was not taught with ART strategy. The mean score of the  experimental group is 67.76 while in the control group is 55.79. The deviation score of both experimental group and control group is 11.97. For further analysis, data indicate that t-counted (3.39) is greater than t-table (2.025). Therefore, the hypothesis that was set up in this research is accepted. The use of ART Strategy in teaching English has impact on enhancing the studetns’ reading comprehension.





	Reading is the process of digesting the words in the text. Reading can bring up a new idea or insight into the brain of the reader. Reading needs the high concentration to absorb the information from the reading text. Briefly speaking, reading is a conscious and unconscious thinking process which applies many strategies to reconstruct the meaning delivered by the author. The reader does this by comparing information in the text to his or her background knowledge. 
	According to Encyclopedia, reading is catching the meaning of a book, writing, etc.,
by recognizing the form and relation of the printed or written characters. The readers try to analyze the symbols that contains in the text and understand it. Beside, reading is the process of finding meaning through the interaction among the reader’s prior knowledge which aimed to get information, to know knowledge that they never knew. Reading also involves constructing meaning among the parts of the text and between the text and readers' personal experience. The reader takes the text and gives it meaning. Both reader and writer use background knowledge to construct a text.  Furthermore, Terry and Thomas (1997:284) define, “Reading as the perception of written symbols as meaningful involving recognitions of words, fluency, and comprehension.” It means that through reading the readers will get new vocabulary and comprehend the text. 
	The ability to read with undertanding is an essential skill in modern society. Comprehension is involved in reading process. In Encyclopedia, comprehension defines as a mental grasping of ideas, facts, etc., or the act of including, containing, or taking in. It means that a comprehension need a good concentration in order to get the point especially in reading text. Woolley (2011:15) states, “Reading comprehension is the process of making meaning from text. The goal, therefore, is to gain an overall understanding of what is described in the text rather than to obtain meaning from isolated words or sentences.” Meanwhile, Grabe (2002:29) states, “Reading comprehension is an extraordinary feat of balancing that makes comprehension.” It shows that the comprehension has a significant impact to the readers. Comprehension is ultimate goal of reading. Therefore, the primary purpose of reading instruction is to help students develop their skills and the strategies are needed to the students’ reading comprehension, the teacher should provide technique which can help them to become successfully reader.
	There are many kinds of reading texts; narrative, recount, report, descriptive, explanation, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, procedure, news item, and so forth.   In Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) 2006, it is stated : “Memahami makna teks tulis fungsional pendek dan esaii sederhana berbentuk narrative, news item, descriptive,
recount, descriptive, news item, report, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, explanation, discussion, and review dalam konteks kehidupan sehari-hari.” Those kinds of text are important to be comprehended by the students especially in the preparation of national examination. It is also stated in curriculum of high school that one of the main objectives of teaching English is to encourage the students to be able to comprehend text in reading comprehension test. Reading comprehension in the first language text is easier than in reading English text. It is because the readers have more words in L1 compared to L2. Then, it is difficult for them to comprehend the reading text. In fact, reading comprehension is a careful reading to understand the total meaning of the passage. Reading comprehension is not only to read and answer the question based on the text but it is also a process where the readers make themselves understand with what the researcher means in the text or story.
	There are several purposes of reading activity, such as for hobby and enjoyment, searching for information, completing a task, reading a novel, dictionary, or looking for a particular words. However, people will spend much time to find as much as information they need. 
	Based on the preliminary research conducted at SMP Negeri 5 Palu, there were some students who had problems in reading comprehension. Most of them had lack of vocabulary. Vocabulary is one of the language components that cannot be avoided in comprehending reading text. Therefore, if the students have few stocks of vocabulary, they will get trouble to understand the passage. In addition, when the researcher observed teaching and learning activities, the researcher found that the teacher always used the same strategy when teaching in all her classes. She asked the students to read the passage and also translate it together. Then she asked them to answer the questions. It showed that the teacher gave a fewer attention in explaining main idea and word meaning. As consequence, the students got bored and finally found difficulties in comprehending the text.
	In relation to the problems stated previously, the researcher is interested in conducting ART (Ask-Read-Tell) Strategy to enhance reading comprehension of the students. ART stands for Ask, Read, and Tell. This is one of the new ways of teaching reading that can be used by the teacher to enhance students’ comprehension. It is a simple strategy that can prompt the students to conduct pre-, during-, and -post reading activities (McCallum., Krohn., Skinner., Hopkins., Waller., Polite., 2010). During the Ask step, students are taught to read the selection’s title and ask themselves questions about the title. Some teachers require students to write these questions down. This allows teachers to see that the students is actually using the strategy properly and students can come back and try to answer the questions later. When focusing on the second step, read, students actually read the selection and stop at the end of each paragraph. At the end they are to ask themselves if what they are reading makes sense before continuing on. During this step they are to also underline any unknown words to look up are finished out their meanings from context clues. The third stage is tell. When students are finished reading, they are to tell themselves what they read. Some teachers have the students write down a summary, tell a partner, or tell the teacher themselves what they have read. At this time, students can also go back and answer the questions that they had asked themselves during the ask step. 
	There are some adventages by using ART Strategy. The first is it can increase students’ motivation to read for comprehension. The second adventage is enhance students’ comprehension monitoring while reading. The last one  is prompt students to answer the questions that they had posted to themselves. Therefore, by using this strategy, it can help the students who have difficulties in comprehending reading text. 
ART strategy is expected to be able to solve the lack of vocabulary of the students, because this strategy encourages students to underline the difficult words. It might help them to solve the problem in terms of vocabulary problem. Furthermore, this strategy was different from the one that the teacher usually uses the one that the teacher usually uses. Therefore, the students might feel interested in learning English especially in reading comprehension. 





	This research is conducted by using Quasi-experimental design; non equivalent control group design. Cohen, Manion, and Marrison, (2000:215) state: ”The non-equivalent control group indicates that the experimental and control groups have not been equated by randomization.” The sample of this research consists of two groups, experimental and control groups. The assignment for these groups were not chosen randomly. Both groups were given a pre-test and a post-test. However, experimental group was taught by ART as a strategy to enhance reading comprehension with the certain limit of time given in reading passage. While, the control group was taught as what the school teacher did.




	Population is considered as a research subject. Neuman (2014:247) defines that, “Population is a large group of many cases from which a researcher draws a sample and to which results from a sample are generalized.” It means that population is the subject of the research that has been analyzed by the research. The population of this research was the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Palu which consists of  six parallel clasess with 114 populations.
	 Cohen et al state: “The smaller group or subset is the sample.” In selecting the sample, the researcher used a purposive sampling technique. Neuman (2014:273) states, “Purposive sampling is a valuable sampling types for special situations. It uses judgment of an expert in selecting sample, or it selects the sample with a specific purpose in mind.” In this research, the researcher selected VIII C as the experimental class and VIII A as the control class. Besides, the English teacher of SMP Negeri 5 Palu suggested that those two classes still had reading problems in learning English.
Variables can be classified as independent and dependent variables. Hatch and Farhady (1982:15) define, “Independent variable is the major variable which you hope to investigate. It is variable which is selected, manipulated, and measured by the researcher, on the other hand, dependent variable is the variable which you observe and measure to determine the effect of the independent variable.” Therefore, the independent variable is ART Strategy and  the dependent variable is students’ comprehension in reading a recount text. 
Before conducting treatment to the students, the pre-test was administered to both experimental and control group class in order to know the students prior knowledge. In this part, the test was given to the students. The kind of test that was used was multiple choice which consisted of 40 items. 





	In collecting the data, the researcher use the research instrument. The instument of this research is test, pre test and post test. It is used in order to measure whether ART strategy was effective to enhance the students’ reading comprehension or not. In this case, the experimental group was received the treatment while in the control group was not be treated. 
	Before conducting treatment to the students, the pre-test was administered to both experimental and control group class in order to know the students prior knowledge. In this part, the test was given to the students. The kind of test that was used was multiple choice which consists of 40 items. 
		The scoring system of multiple choice test is every correct answer got point 1, every incorrect answer got point 0, and every blank answer also got 0. The maximum score of this multiple choice test is 40. 
		There are 6 recount texts which provided in this test. The first one is Clara’s Friend starts from number 1-8, the second one is Scary Story strarts from number 9-15, third, Adolescence starts from number 16-23, fourth, Maya Gazali strats from number 24-28, fifth, Sick strarts from number 29-34, and last A Tour to the Botanic Gardens by Nida starts from number 35-40.
		The text which mentioned above was taken from  a handbook in the school and also some text was taken from e-book, for instance, e-book from BSE English in Fokus Junior High School for Grade VIII, BSE Interactive English Junior High School Grade VIII, and Bahasa Inggris Sekolah Menengah Pertama Kelas VIII.
		The post-test was given after the treatment. The item of post-test was similar to the pre-test. This was intended to measure the students’ comprehension in reading and to know whether the treatment was effective or not. 
	After providing the pre-test, the researcher gave the treatment to the experimental group.  In this part, the students was taught reading by using ART Strategy. The researcher carried out the treatment for eight times including pre-test and post-test. 
	Treatment was a possible way to reach the research objective by applying the strategy. In this research the treatment was only given to the experimental group and administered after the pre-test. Recount text was used as material to be discussed in every meeting. The total of the meeting was eight meetings include pre test and post test. 
	In the first meeting, the researcher gave the pre test, In the first meeting, the researcher gave the pre test, the second meeting until the seventh meeting was the treatment, and the last the eighth meeting was for the post test.
	The post-test for experimental and control group was administered on August 2016. The post test is aimed at investigating whether the application of ART Strategy give a significant contribution to the students in enhanching reading comprehension. 
	The score of both groups in pre-test and post-test can be seen in the following tables:



























Based on the table 1, it can be seen that the highest pretest score is 80 and the lowest score is 25. The total score in pretest is 962.5 while total score in posttest is 1287.5. The highest score of posttest is 97.5 and the lowest score is 45. 


























Based on the table 2, it can be seen that the highest pretest score is 82.5 and the lowest score is 30. The highest score of posttest is 90 and the lowest score is 42.5. The total score in pretest is 975 while total score in posttest is 1060.





Based on the result, there are some points that needed to be discussed in the finding of the research. The research was conducted at SMP Negeri 5 Palu. The researcher conducted this research to enhance reading comprehension by using ART Strategy of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Palu. In teaching ART strategy, the students had to work in pairs. The strategy involved before, during, and after reading activities. The kind of texts that was used in this research was recount text.
There were two problems of the students, lack of vocabulary and monotonous strategy of the teacher. Therefore, the researcher taught the students how to build their vocabulary achievement and using ART strategy to make a different strategy from what their teacher did. The treatment was only given to the experimental group before conducting the post-test. 
Based on the recommendation of the English teacher at SMP Negeri 5 Palu, there were two classes that still have problems in learning English especially in reading subject. So that, they were selected as the research sample. Class VIII C is the experimental group while class VIII A is the control group. Both VIII C and VIII A consisted of 19 members. In the experimental class, ART Strategy is applied to make students enjoy and interest in teaching reading. However, the control group was  taught as what the teacher did. Quasi experimental research design was used in this research.
Pretest was given to experimental group and control groups. The pre test was given to the experimental group on July 28th 2016 before starting the treatment while control group was given pretest on July30th 2016. The students answered fourty questions in form of multiple-choice. 
	Treatment was conducted for the experimental group only. The treatments was conducted for six times. ART Strategy were applied systematically. In the first meeting the researcher introduced herself to the students in order to make a good impression to them. After that, the researcher divided the students in pairs before starting the material. Next, the researcher started to introduct a recount text first with a topic presented while the students listened carefully. Then, the students was given the opportunity to ask about the material that they do not understand. Next, the researcher introduced ART Strategy. In this case, the researcher slowly explained the rule of ART Strategy, that was Ask, Read, and Tell.  At the first step, Ask, the students had to pay attention to the title of the text and let them ask themselves questions about the title: (1) “What is the main topic of the passage? What does it discuss?”; (2) “What information do I already know about this topic?” The researcher wanted students to write those questions down. Next, Read, the researcher asked them to read the text. While reading, the researcher asked the students to stop after each paragraph. At the end they must make sure themselves before continuing the activity, “Did I understand what I just read?” If they do understand the paragraph, they can continue their reading to the next paragraph. If they do not understand the paragraph, the researcher wanted them to: (1) reread the paragraph; (2) slow their reading; (3) focus their full attention on what they are reading; (4) underline any words that they do not know. This step could build their vocabulary because they had to look for the meaning of the words that they difficulted to understand.  After reading, the students tried to answer the questions earlier based on the content they just read. The last was the researcher asked the students to tell what questions and answers they produced with their partner and let them talked about any other interesting information from the text. In the final of learning activity the researcher gave feed back to the students and conclude about what they have learned. 
The researcher treated the students for six meeting with different topic of each meeting. First meeting about My Bad Experience, the first respons of the students about identifying the information in recount text was they were getting puzzled. Therefore, the researcher wrote some example on the whiteboard related to the topic and they began to understand. Second, about Visit the War Memorial Museum, the researcher repeat again the steps of ART strategy. The students’ respons were still the same with the first meeting. Then, the researcher again assisted them to get the main topic and the information of the text.  Third meeting, about Camping. The students started getting significant improvement in identifying the information and their vocabulary. Fourth, about Vacation to Bali. Fifth about Holiday in London. And the last meeting about Visit My Grandma’s House. However, the improvement among the students were not same. The active students shows the highest improvement in each meetings while the insignificant improvement came from the passive students.
	In the process of treatment there were some obstacles, the first one was most of  students did not have dictionary. It of course could make them difficult to find the meaning of the text. Therefore, they were given some key words of reading passage which presented on the whiteboard, so the students got the message from the text easily. Another obstacles was that some students complained about the text that too long. It was not effisien for them to read all paragraph with time given. Then, to solve this, they were asked to read each paragraph together with their partner. For example, if the students A read the first sentence of a paragraph, then his/her partner will read the next sentence. It must be continuing on until the end of paragraph. So, they could finish to read the text before the time was over. 
After giving the treatment, the researcher gave posttest to both groups. The mean score of the experimental group is 67.76 and the control group is 55.79. There is improvement of the result of the experimental group, it has raised up from 50.65  to 67.76. The improvement is 17.11. It means that most students have enhanced their reading comprehension.
Based on the score of post-test, the use of ART strategy was efffective to enhance students’ reading comprehension. The effectiveness was proved by using formula t-test.  It shows that the result is 3.39.  It was greater than t-table which the result was 2.025. It was greater than t-table which the result was 2.025. The t-test was greater than t-table result, it means that using ART strategy in teaching recount text gave an effect to enhance students reading comprehension. 
		In order to prove that the hypothesis of the research is accepted or rejected, the researcher tested the hypothesis. The purpose of testing hypothesis is to get the result whether the hypothesis of the research is accepted or rejected. Thus it is done based on the data analysis. If the t-conted is higher than t-table, it means that the hypothesis is accepted or the use of ART strategy is effective to improve the students’ reading comprehension. To test the significant difference of the two groups, the researcher used the level of significant 0.05 by applying 36 of degree of freedom (df). Because of df (36) is not listed on the table, the researcher computes it by interpolation in order to find out the value of t-table. By using df 36 and level of significance, therefore the value of t-table is 2.025. the score of the test shows there is significance different of the students’ achievement before getting the treatment and after getting the treatment. It is proved by testing hypothesis. The t-counted value (3.39) is greater than t-table value (2.025). It means that the use of ART Strategy is effective to enhance reading comprehension.
Based on the score of post-test, the use of ART strategy is efffective to enhance students’ reading comprehension. The effectiveness is proved by using formula t-test.  It shows that the result is 3.39.  It is greater than t-table which the result was 2.025. The t-test was greater than t-table result, it means that using ART strategy in teaching recount text gave an effect to enhance students reading comprehension.  
	The result of this research is in line with the result of a study that has been done. The study came from McCallum., et al (2010) entitled “Improving Reading Comprehension of At-Risk High-School Students: The Art of Reading Program.” The finding of this study showed that before conduct the ART Strategy the students were frustrated over reading material that was too difficult, then after giving them a treatment the students’ comprehension was significantly higher. It means that the use of ART Strategy was effective in teaching reading comprehension to the students.





	After analyzing the data, it can be concluded that the effect of ART Strategy in teaching english is enhance reading comprehension. It was proved from the result of testing hypothesis which the t-counted was greater than t-table or (3.39 and 2.025). As the result, the students are able to share their information that they already know to other students to comprehend a text. In other word, the use of ART Strategy is effective to enhance the students’ reading comprehension of the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 5 Palu.
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